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PROCE 


AT 


Common Hall, 


FOR 


riffs, and other Officers at Guild. Hall, London, 
On Thurſday the 24th of June, 1680. 


With a Copy of the PETITION there Offered and Own'd by the 
General Acclamation of the Hall for the Sitting of the PARLIAMENT. 
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In a LETTER to a Friend in the Countrey. 


SIR! 


HEN laſt 1 had the 


of the Papiſts) that pernicious Roman Faction ſhould 
even here have gain'd too great an Aicendant, In 


anſwer to which, I then freely told you, That I did 


not doubt but theſe Fears were needleſs, for though 
thoſe Sons of (onfuſom had indefatigably made it 
their buſineſs to raile Diviſiont, and foment Hatred 
amongſt us upon imaginary pretences; and though 
Hobbian Divinity, and the too powerful and much- 
to- be· lamented Torrent of Profaneneſt had invaded 
many unthinking people, and diſpofed ſome parti- 
culat men of weak had and "BIG to — 
or meet hal ny thin that o n atifies 
of 4 5 certain, That the Body 
of the Cite, men of Eſtates and Senſe, were unal 
'terably Loyal and Zealous Maintainers, as well as 
. Profeſſors of the Proteſtant Religion; and that they 
were. Unarimousitows For let deſigning Knaver, or 
debauched ſputtering Fools ſuggeſt what they will, 
it muſt be an inion of Protek 8, Both moderate 
Sons of the Churcu and modeſt Diſſenters, that muſt 
keep up the Ballance, and prevent the Inroad of Po- 
gery, Which delpairs to Cope with them united, 
and therefore wauld gladly divide them; and then 
what can the Church of England expect from the 
bloody Tyranny.of. Rome, which Butcher'd her firſt 
R«formers, but Foſypbimus's kindneſs to be devoured 
laſt ? 


PH. 28 June, 10B0. 


to ſee you in Town, you were {high time to Cement in Moderation, and lay by 
pleas'd to intimate how, much Animoſities and heats about Indifferencies. 
divers Proteſtants in the Coun- 
trey . were concern'd about the 
preſent Complexion of the City, 
as being apprehenſive, leſt in this time of eminent 
danger (from the reſtleſs and ſtill- growing Deſigns 


heſe things are apparent to all that wear thinks is fit to ferve as Sher ifl, and thereby that pet. 
Eyes in their heads ( for you know where — 


ſome folks carry theirs ), and therefore *tis g 


This in effect was what I then diſcourſed, and I am 
now abundantly confirm'd in ſuch my Sentiments of 
the Cities Conſtancy and true Affection to the Pro- 
teſtant Religion. and of their Unanimity, by the 
Tranſactions yeſterday at our Common Ha met (ac- 
cording tocuſtum) to Elect Sheriffs, and ther Offi - 
;Cers for the year enſuing.” A brief, but true Ac- 
count whereof I here ſend you, to prevent your 
being abuled with falſe Reports, which poſſibly at 
uch a diſtance may be ſptead concerning it. 
N The Livery-men began to xſſemble at Guild- Hall 
about Ten of the Clock, and à very numerous Ap- 
pearance there was, being modeſtly computed Be- 
tween two and three Thoufand. About Eleren of 
the Clock the Mayor and Aldermen being come, and 
ſat upon their Court of Haſtings, Sir George 7H. 
——— of this Honourable City, and rhe 
Two preſent Sheriffs having alſo taken theit © places; 
the {aid Recorder made a Speech relating to the oc- 
caſion and work of the day, and ſhewing hat at 
Happineſs the people enjoy, bythaving ſeth Libertis 
of Chuſing their own Officers, Cr. whith was ſuc- 
ceeded by apother Speech ſrom Mr. Common Ser- 
jeant to the ſame pur pofe v then the Mayor, Alder- 
men, and Recorder withdrew to the Councel-Cham- 
ber and the Cryer made Proclamatiou, and faid, 
Omlemen, attind to yeur Elethon: 1 
But here yauare to note, thut it hath been cũſto- 

ary for the Lord Mayor of Bondon, for the time be- 
ing on a certain day ſometime before Midſummere day 
lolemnly to drink to forme certdm Perſon, who he 


ſon was ſure to be put in Nomination at the Kl ction, 
aud 
7 
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a4 frequently hath been choſen : now the Right 
Honourable Sir Robert Clayton our preſent Mayor (to 
whom this City and indeed the ole Nation! 
highly obliged for his pradence, and zealous regards 
ſor the Proteſtant Religion) purſuing this cuſtom, 
had amongft others drank to one Mr. Hockenball, a 
worthy Citizen, and fo he was firſt put up alone; but 
the Common Hall oppoſed it, deſiring that they might 
_ hear the Names of all that were to be in Nominati- 
on read before they went to Electpn. T his diſ- 
pute continued {ome time, the whole Hall crying out 
Read the Names, Read the Names: The Common 
Cryer told them, that if they went this Courſe, they 
would be Four hours about it; to which it was brisk- 
ly anſwered that they were reſolved to aſſert their 
Rights and have things in due method, and care 
not it they were Fourteen hours in- doing it, though 
the weather was exceſſive hot, and what with the 
crowd and hurry, very uneaſie: but at laſt it was 
conſented unto, and the Names were read, being, 
Fobn Hookenball, 


3' Skiqgoby Babel, Copies. 


Henry Corniſh, 
Sir William Dodſon, Knight, &c. 


Richard Hawkings, 
Then the y went to Voting, and'it was moſt appa · 


rent that Bethel and Corniſh had the - Majority of: 


hands; but then Mr. Common Ser jeant told them, 
they muſt confirm Mr. Hockenhall, becauſe the Lord 
Mayor bad drank to him, and ſo they would have 
made that Ceremony a poſitive Choice, which the 


Common Hall might-not decline but were bound 


to accept and Corroborate: this the Livery- men 
would by no means admit, but inſiſted it was their 
vndaubted Right to chuſe : the whole Hall ſtanding 
as one man for their Priviledges, Rights and Libex- 
ties, as Citizens and-Engliſh men; many debates paſ- 
ſing! between the Common Serjeant and Sheriffs on 
the one ſide, and the CommontHall on the other, touch- 
ing this watter, the ſarmer often attempted to put up 
Mr. Hogkexbull again, which was as vigorouſly con 
added by the latter; affirming they had made a 
fair Choice, and crying out, Declare! Declare! Aſ- 
ter an hours Tug, the Sheriffs and Common Ser- 
jeant went up to the Lord Mayor and Court of 
Aldermen ; which the Common - Hall taking 


notice of, Three worthy and eminent Citizens, 


with the conſent of the teſt, wentahither after them, 
where they Debated the Priviledge ſor above an 
Hour, aſſerting, that the Choice lay in the Com- 


mons After they were re turn'd, the Sheriffs would 


have put all the Three up again, but it was vnani- 
movſly reſuſed; ſo: after half an hours diſpute more, 
with ſeyeral ſnouts . Declare, Declare the tuo we 
baue Choſen; ſeeing their Reſolution, they did de- 
re Mr. Bathel und Mr. Corniſh were duly 


Then they proceeded. to Chufe the Chamberlain, 
(for all ſuch Offices in the City depend on an Annual 
Choice) and with one voice Elected and Continued 
the worthy Sir Themas Player, who for ſeveral yu 
with unblemiſht integrity and the Citys - genera 
fatisfation , hath.exectited the ſame. 
Then they came to Bridgmaſters, wherein one 
Sheperd even beyond his own expeRation was preſer- 


red for bis name being accidently put up together 
with Captain Brackley s and Mr. Sextons,'it was very 


plain on the view that Sexton at d Sheperd had the 


4 
1 


f 
Me. |: 


Religion, lives and libertics ot your E roteſtant Sub- 


a Poll, which as granted. Next, Auditors fer ta- 
king the Accognts of the Bridghoufe were cholen, 
vix. the worth Mr. Papilion and Mr. Peter Holland, 
&c. And aſter that the Ale Conners were Elk cted. 
Then the Petition herein after recited fairly in- 
groſſed, was delivered into Mr. Sheriff Raymonds 
hand by a Member of the Common Hall, in their 
names deſiring the ſame might be Read; which was 
Seconded by the General Voyce, Crying, Read the 
Petition, Read the Petition. The Sheriffs having a 
little Conſulted together, ſaid, They were for the 
work, of the day, and nothing elſe; upon which a 
worthy Member faid to them aloud, Deny the 
Reading of it at your Peril, Several other worthy 
Citizens likewile preſſed them to the ſame purpoſe, 
upon which the Hall for ſeveral tim es Cryed out, 
Petition, Perition, Parliament, Parliament; in which 
they were lo unanimous, that by the beſt obſervation 
it is ſuppoſed there were not Forty men in the whole 
Hall that appeared againſt it. 

After this, they went to the Poll between Sheperd 
and Brackley,and though contrary to known Cuſtom 


1 


| 


| Sheperds party were put to go out of the little door, 


which always uled to be for thoſe that demand the 
Poll, yet he Carried it by about a hundred hands or 
upwards. 

Then the Lord Mayor and Aldermen with the Re- 
corders, came down and declared the Elections, and 
the Aſſembly broke up, having perſormed the work 
of the day to the great ſatisſaction of the City in 
General. 

The before · mentioned Petition follows in theſe 
words. | r 

I have only this to add, That the Grand-Jury for 
AMdaleſex have likewiſe prepared and delivered a pe- 
titivn to the very fame effect, in the name of that 


NR? under their . hands, tobe preſented to His 


{ 


To the Kings moſt Excellent Majeſty. 
The humble Petition of the (utizens of the City of 
Lenden in Common Hall aſſembled this 24th of june, 


in the 3 zd. year of your: Majeſtys Reign, in be 
half of len ſelves * reſt 2 — of 

the ſaid City. 

Moſt humbly ſheweth, 

Hat We your Majeſty's moſt loyal and obedient 
Subjects, being deeply ſenſitile of the many and 
eat dangers your Majeſties facred perſon, the Prote- 
Rant Religion, and your Proteſtant Subjects are now 
in by reaſon of the late horrid and helliſh Popsſh Plots 
and Conſpiraties; do in a moſt humble loyal and du- 
tiſul affe ion unte your Majefties facred Perſon and 
Government;and in a due ſenſe and regard to our Re- 
ligion, lives, liberties and properties, Moſt humbly 

beleech your Majeſty, SY: 

. That the Parliament ſummoned by your Majeſties 
| gracious Writ to aſſemble and meet the 1 ch. day 
of Octeber laſt paſt, and which now ſtands I rorogued 
unto the firſt day of Jaly next, may then be permitted 
to fit and act until Juſtice ſhall e ffe ctually take place 
upon all the faid Popiſh Conſpirators, ard proviſion 
made for. the tecuring your Royal perſon, with the 


jects. Nu 
And your Petitiontrs (as in duty bound) 
Hall ever pray ſer yeur Majeſfties long 


; moſt hands z however Captain Brackleyt party prayed 2 


and proſperons Reign. 
FINIS, 


